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Forgione Tutoring Newsletter - February 2020 
 
Hello Forgione Families, 

How is it 2020? The winter is already flying by. We want to say a big WELCOME to our new students 

and families! We had many new students join us in January, and we’re excited to have you. 

Great Job to our students who took the December SAT and ACT! Please update us about their scores. 

Good Luck to students taking the upcoming Feb 8 ACT and Feb 25 ACT in the Wake County Schools! 

 

FAQs 
If you are new to our program, you can find general information and answers to frequently asked 
questions on our Parents & Students FAQ Page.  

Scheduling Reminders & Updates 

Substitutes 

Marco Passarelli will substitute for Tiffany Long while she’s out of town from Jan 30 - Feb 9. All 

regular sessions with Tiffany will be going on as planned, even those that were initially 

cancelled due to her trip. Contact Heather if you have any questions: 

heather@forgionetutoring.com 

 

February ACT Students  

Let your tutor know if your child plans to continue after the Feb 8 (National Test) or Feb 25 (Wake 

County): 

  

● If your child is taking the Feb 8 ACT, let us know if you’d like us to reserve his/her slot through the 

April ACT or another spring test. If requested, we can consider holding slots for 2 weeks while students 

await scores.  

 

● If your child is taking the Feb 25 ACT offered to Wake County public school juniors, let us know if 

you would like to reserve his/her slot through to the April ACT. Because the Wake County-administered 

ACT scores take 5-6 weeks to be released, we cannot hold slots while students await scores. If students 

would like to continue in their time slot, they’ll need to continue with no more than a 2 week pause.  

  

● If you are unsure whether to pause or continue the tutoring, refer to our Hold Policy. See Policy 

 

https://www.forgionetutoring.com/blog/parent-student-login/
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Reminders below. 

 

Scheduling Reminders for all students 

● Keep your tutor informed of your child’s upcoming test dates so we can reserve your child’s slot 

through that test date.  

● If you have questions about the appropriate tutoring plan or testing calendar, don’t hesitate to 

reach out to a director or your tutor.  

 

How much prep time do we recommend? 
 
It is important to us that our students have ample tutoring time to reach their goals. Here are our 
recommendations: 

● For students preparing for one test subject, 1 hour/week is sufficient 
● For those preparing for 2-4 test subjects, we recommend 2-2.5 hrs/week. SAT contains 3 

subjects and ACT has 4 subjects. 
● If you’d like your student to increase prep time, let us know right away. We have a few slots 

open in our Cary and North Raleigh offices. We much prefer our current students, rather than 
new students, use any open time we have. 

 

Openings 

Marco, our Reading and Writing Specialist, has openings in our North Raleigh office on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays and in our Cary office on Thursdays. More options coming! Let us know if you’re interested. 

Policy Reminders 
 
Hold Policy – Students can hold their time slot for 2 weeks under certain conditions: Students are 
waiting on scores from a National Test (administered on a Saturday) and if the student has completed 
at least 8 hours of tutoring per subject area or demonstrated reaching goals on a mock test. 

Discontinuation Policy: If you intend to discontinue the tutoring for any reason, we require 2-weeks’ 
notice. To notify us, send an email to Heather@forgionetutoring.com, and we will confirm receipt. If 
we do not receive the required 2-weeks’ notice, all scheduled sessions in the following 2-week window 
will be charged to the credit card on file. 

Attendance Policy: If attendance drops below 50% for a specific time slot, we reserve the right to 
release a student from that time slot and open the slot to someone else. 

 

Photo Consent Form 
 
We are having fun showcasing our awesome students and their hard work on Instagram and Facebook! 
Remember to return your child’s Photo Consent Form to your tutor or an office director. If you did not 
receive one via e-mail, you can find a link to it at the top of this page: 
https://www.forgionetutoring.com/blog/parent-student-login/ 
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The Math Forge 

Many of you have likely been treated to our in-house Math Worksheets targeted at supplementing and 
enriching SAT content. We have been hard at work creating and editing all-new worksheets on a 
variety of topics! They are all in the final stages and will be released for use in the coming weeks. 
 
Mock/Diagnostic Calendar 
 
Students taking an upcoming exam should take a mock test as a simulation 2-3 weeks before the “real 
thing”. These are Sundays from 9am-1pm. Students may attend mocks at either location. Mock tests 
are included in the tutoring, so there is no extra cost, but rather major benefits!  
 
For new students: We recommend one SAT and one ACT diagnostic if a student is undecided about SAT 
or ACT path, if a student did not take the PSAT in October, and if a student has never had exposure to 
the ACT.  
 
Contact a director to sign up (emails at the end of this newsletter). Seating is limited.  
 

Date (Sundays) Raleigh (Merton Drive) Office Cary Office 

2/2 ACT Open per request 

2/9 Open per request SAT 

2/16 Open per request ACT 

2/23 Open per request Open per request 

3/1 Open per request Open per request 

*Extended time mocks by request 
 
Test Dates, Registration Deadlines, and Score Release Dates 
Parents and students are responsible for registering for tests, so keep an eye on those deadlines. 

 
SAT Dates 2019-2020 

Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration Deadline Score Release Date 

March 14 Feb. 14 March 3 March 27 

May 2 April 3 April 21 May 15 

June 6 May 8 May 19 June 22 
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ACT Dates 2019-2020 

Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration Deadline Score Release Date 

Feb. 8 Jan. 10 Jan. 17 Feb. 18 

April 4 Feb. 28 March 13 April 14 

June 13 May 8 May 22 June 23 

July 18 June 19 June 26 July 28 

 
How To Estimate Score Gains 
 
We are often asked how we predict growth in our students’ scores. The ACT is scored out of 36, while 
the SAT is out of 1600. A gain of 3 points on the ACT is similar to a gain of 100 points on the SAT, and a 
gain of 4 ACT points is the equivalent of gaining 150 SAT points. The ACT covers 4 major subjects 
(English, Math, Reading, and Science), while the SAT covers 3 subjects (Reading, Writing, and Math). In 
general, we expect students will require 8 hours of instruction per subject in order to see significant 
growth (3-4 points on the ACT, or 100-150 points on the SAT). This comes to about 30 hours total ACT 
prep, or 24 hours SAT prep. For more details on our test prep program, see our SAT and ACT Prep page. 
 

Major ACT Scoring and Testing Changes 
 
Beginning September 2020, ACT will offer section-specific testing: Rather than taking the entire ACT, 
students can take just one section (English, Math, Reading, or Science) for a reduced fee. This will only 
be offered to students taking national Saturday tests (as opposed to state- or district-administered 
ACTs). Also, ACT will now report super-scoring on students’ score reports - rather than making colleges 
calculate it themselves. For more details on these changes, see the Article in Education Week. 
 

Other News 
 
Referral Special continues! 
 
Refer a new student to any of our three locations, and when that new student completes 4 hours of 
tutoring, the student who made the referral will receive a free hour of tutoring. We do not have an 
expiration date for this special yet, but we will announce an expiration once all slots are full. Thank you 
for spreading the word—we greatly appreciate it! 

Farewells  

Seema Nandi’s last day will be February 22. Seema has been hard at work finishing up her PhD, and her 

 

https://www.forgionetutoring.com/blog/test-prep-2/
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dissertation is in March. She’s excited to be moving onto a career in the field of biomedical engineering. 

We are very sad to see her go. Seema has tutored in our midtown Raleigh office since November 2016, 

over 3 years. Her students have benefited from her experience, intelligence, and professionalism. We 

can’t wait to hear about the groundbreaking projects she will be a part of, and we wish her much luck. 

Her students and families have been notified. We are working on setting up transitions for her students 

who will continue after Feb 22. Let us know if you have any questions about the transition to a new tutor 

and the new schedule.  

We are also saying goodbye to Gina Higgins, one of our Cary tutors, in early March. In December, Gina 

graduated from NCSU with a mechanical engineering degree and will be transitioning into full-time 

employment soon. Her last day with us is March 7, yet some transitions will take place sooner. We will 

be excited to hear where her degree takes her, and we wish her a ton of luck in her career and upcoming 

marriage. 

Insights from December ACT 

In December, April, our Cary Director, braved the masses and took the ACT. She has some interesting 

insights:  “East Chapel Hill High School was very organized. We were assigned rooms as we checked in, so 

no one had to wait around long. Once a room was filled, it was go time! I was glad I had worn an 

oversized hoodie to the test, because the metal bar between my chair and table was very cold against my 

leg. I yanked down a corner to cover my leg the whole time! The clock was accurate and my proctor 

wrote all of our time segments clearly on the board. He gave us some extra warnings about our phones 

going off, timers going off, or bubbling in the wrong section during the test. Somebody’s metal water 

bottle fell over in the middle of the test, making a loud clanging sound which I thought was way more 

disruptive than a phone!  

I knew the ACT would be fast-paced, so I had a plan for what I wanted to skip for each section. In Math, I 

skipped the problems I knew would take me too long. In Science, I skipped the “competing viewpoints” 

passage and came back before the end. In Reading, I struggled with the first passage before realizing it 

had already cost me too much time! I skipped the rest of it and worked the other 3 passages. I used my 

favorite Q1 method on these passages and things went fine from there! 

By the end of the test I was tired and hungry and had a headache. We weren’t allowed to touch our 

phones until we literally walked out of the building. We had to leave through a side door so we wouldn’t 

distract the other testing rooms. Our proctor gave us a final warning not to post anything to social 

media! It was a great experience putting myself in my students’ shoes. I was able to experience first-hand 

the demands that are placed on students due to the speediness of the ACT.”  ~April Koch, Cary Director 
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Invoice Questions? 

 
Please view your itemized invoice (by clicking on the invoice number) before contacting us with billing 
questions.  Our bookkeeper Cherie can be reached at cherie@forgionetutoring.com.  
 
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
 
We post fun and informative articles and posts related to testing, learning, and the college application 
process. Check us out on the Forgione Tutoring Facebook Page or Forgione Tutoring on Instagram. 
 

           
 
Thank you for making us part of your family!  
 
 -- The Team at Forgione Tutoring 
 

Heather Forgione 
Executive Director 
Raleigh (Midtown)  
heather@forgionetutoring.com 
919-800-8663 

 April Koch 
Cary Director 
Cary  
april@forgionetutoring.com  
919-234-1934 
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