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Hello Forgione Families, 
 
How we have missed you! We hope everyone is doing well and adjusting to the ups and downs this has 
caused. This past month has been quite lonely as we have all stayed home, crouched around our 
computers, catching up with you through cyberspace. On the upside, it’s been nice getting a little 
window into your homes, meeting your families, and admiring your pets. We are so grateful that we’ve 
been able to continue serving our students through this interesting time. But we can’t wait to see you 
again in person!  
 

Virtual Tutoring 
 
Zoom sessions continue through May 8 according to extension of the stay-at-home order. We will 
await a confirmation from the Governor about re-opening and hope to begin to see students in-office 
as early as Sunday, May 10. The exact day we resume in-person sessions will depend on our tutors’ and 
students’ level of comfort with returning to the office. Some of our tutors have requested to work 
virtually through May. We anticipate that we will resume most in-person sessions by June 1, but that is 
dependent on many factors. Once we hear more from the state, we will update you on how the 
transition back to the office will work.  
 

Summer Scheduling 
 
We are excited for our summer season to begin on June 1, and we are eager to welcome new students! 
Keep an eye on your email and lesson summaries for information about your tutor’s summer 
availability.  We begin the process of summer scheduling with CURRENT students first.  
 

● Current students and rising seniors get first priority scheduling for summer, which we will 
coordinate May 1-15.  

● Current students should coordinate summer scheduling directly with their tutor, but April and I 
are here to help with any tricky scheduling issues or questions.  

 
Information we need from Current students 
 
Submit answers to the following questions to your tutor as soon as possible but no later than May 10 
to ensure we have a slot reserved for your student this summer.  

1) Days and times that your child is available this summer (or days & times to avoid) including any 
travel and unavailability dates. If your child would like to continue in his or her current time 
slot, let your tutor know.  
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2) Preference for virtual versus in-person tutoring, or if no preference, say no preference. 

3) Requested number of hours per week (1-3 hrs/week). See suggestions under Program Options 
later in the newsletter. 

4) Inform your tutor of upcoming test dates your child will test. 

5) If your child plans to discontinue after the June 13 or July 18 ACT, let us know. If you are not 
sure and if it is dependent on scores, we can hold the time slot for 2 weeks after the test.  

Current Students who are Paused 

● If your student intends to resume this summer, we highly recommend resuming as early in the 
summer as possible. Slots will continue to be filled as the summer goes on, so there will be less 
and less open as we reach mid-end July. The only students who will be tutoring in August are 
those who have been tutoring through June and July.  

● We cannot reserve slots for July or August this far in advance, so anyone who would like to 
resume this summer will be informed of what we have open a few weeks prior to resuming. It’s 
possible there might not be openings with the tutor you worked with before.  

New Students 
 
Welcome! We are always excited when fresh minds join our program. The summer is a perfect time for 
rising juniors to begin. New students get 2nd priority scheduling, which we will coordinate May 15 - 
May 31. Expect an email from one of our directors during the second half of May, which will inform 
you of scheduling options.  
 

● Heather will coordinate Raleigh and Wake Forest families 
● April will coordinate Cary, Holly Springs, and Apex families 

What NEW students can do in May 

1.) Take or finish diagnostics. See information about Diagnostics below. 

2.) Think about desired tutoring intensity (1-3 hrs per week). Refer to our recommendations later 
in the newsletter under Program Details. 

Scheduling Recommendations for NEW students 

Students CANNOT begin in August. August is our busiest month due to the overlap of rising juniors and 
rising seniors. New students who desire to start in August will be asked to postpone their start date to 
after the Aug 29 SAT or Sept 12 ACT. We start fall sessions in Sept as spots begin to open. 

For those new to the program, you can find general information and answers to frequently asked 
questions on our Parents & Students FAQ Page.  
 

 

 

https://www.forgionetutoring.com/blog/parent-student-login/
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Mock & Diagnostic Tests  
 
We are currently conducting our diagnostic and mock tests by providing at-home materials and 
instructions. We can drop-off or mail materials, arrange for pickup from office, or email documents for 
home printing. Hopefully, we can resume in-office mock testing beginning Sunday, May 10th, with 
limited numbers of students and scheduling by request. 
 
Mock tests are included in the tutoring, so there is no extra cost, but rather major benefits: 
 
New students: We recommend one SAT and one ACT diagnostic for students who are undecided about 
an SAT or ACT path, if a student did not take the PSAT in October, or if a student has never had 
exposure to the ACT.  
 
Current students: Mocks are proving a very helpful tool in helping us determine the level of intensity 
you will need through the summer to reach your goals. Let your tutor know if you’re ready to take a 
mock test! Students taking an upcoming exam should take a mock test as a simulation 2-3 weeks 
before the “real thing”. Those planning to take the June 13th ACT should try a mock test very soon! 
 
Contact a director to sign up for a mock or diagnostic - emails at the end of this newsletter.  
 

Test Dates, Registration Deadlines, and Score Release Dates 
 
★ ACT students whose April 4th test was cancelled: Make sure that you register for the next 

(June 13th or July 18th) test. Although you received an email from ACT inviting you to 
reschedule, your reschedule will not be automatic. June 13th registration ends on May 8th! 
 

★ SAT students still waiting for registration to open: You will have priority registration if you 
were registered for a cancelled SAT this spring, or if you’re in the class of 2021. Registration for 
fall SAT’s is not yet open, but should be soon. 

 
Parents and students are responsible for registering for tests, so keep an eye on those deadlines. The 
following test dates are current as of 4/30/2020. 
 

ACT Section Retesting  
 
Beginning September 2020, ACT will offer Section Retesting. Rather than taking the entire ACT, 
students can re-take one or more individual sections (English, Math, Reading, or Science) for a reduced 
fee on computer. Students must first have a full official ACT test score on file in order to use this 
service. The June 13th and July 18th ACT’s are good opportunities to get in a full test before 
September! ACT will offer the Section Retesting on September 12th and all following ACT dates. 
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ACT Dates 2020 

Test Date Registration 
Deadline 

Late Registration Deadline Score Release Date 

June 13 May 8 May 22 June 27 

July 18 June 19 June 26 August 1 

September 12* August 14 August 28 September 26 

October 24* September 18 October 2 November 7 

December 12* November 6 November 20 December 26 

* Single section retesting begins with the Sept. 12th test. Read more about section retesting below! 
 
SAT Dates 2020 

Test Date Registration 
Deadline 

Late Registration Deadline Score Release Date 

August 29 July 31 August 13 September 12 

September 26* August 28  September 10 October 10 

October 3 September 4 September 17 October 17 

November 7 October 9 October 22 November 21 

December 5 November 6 November 19 December 19 

*newly released SAT date, announced April 24th. 
 

Program Details: How much prep time do we recommend?  

It is important that our students have ample tutoring time to reach their goals, but how many hours of 
tutoring they do depends on how much coverage they want and how much gain they are seeking.  
We offer two main options: section-specific tutoring or comprehensive tutoring. The SAT contains 3 
subjects and ACT has 4 subjects--it’s a lot of material--and it’s not uncommon for students to 
underestimate the time and practice required to see gains.  
 
Keep these recommendations in mind when requesting time slots this summer: 
 

● Students typically require at least 8 hours of instruction per subject in order to see growth of 
3-4 points on the ACT or 100-150 points on the SAT 

● For 1 test subject, 1 hour/week is sufficient 
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● For 2 subjects, 1.5-2 hrs/week is recommended 

● For all 3 or 4 test subjects, we recommend 2-2.5 hrs/week 
 
Comprehensive Program: covers all test subjects and requires 2 – 3 hours per week. This can be broken 
into two separate sessions or combined into one longer session. This requires 12-20 weeks of tutoring 
(depending on the student’s goal scores). Many students stretch these hours throughout a 3 – 9 month 
period, often taking multiple administrations.  

·         Comprehensive ACT (4 subjects): 30 hours recommended 
·         Comprehensive SAT (3 subjects):  24 hours recommended 
  

Subject Area Focus:  concentrate on 1-2 test subjects at a time to keep the work load and time 
commitment manageable. This approach works well for students applying to colleges that ‘superscore’ 
SAT and ACT scores. This limits the number of tutoring hours and homework load per week but 
lengthens the overall number of weeks required if a student eventually wants to cover all test subjects. 

·         1 test subject: 8-10 hours and 1 hour per week 
·         2 test subjects: 16-20 hours and 1.5 - 2 hours per week 

 
Understanding Gains 
 

● A gain of 3 points on the ACT is similar to a gain of 100 points on the SAT 
● A gain of 4 ACT points is the equivalent of gaining 150 SAT points 

 
For more details on our test prep program, see our SAT and ACT Prep page. 

 

College Essays 
 
For rising Seniors, summer is an excellent time to work on college application essays.  We help you 
brainstorm ideas, narrow down potential topics, and organize and edit rough drafts. The Common 
Application is ready and essay questions are currently available, so it’s not too early to start! 
 
We have 2 options for college essay coaching: 

1-on-1 College App Essay Assistance 

1-on-1 sessions can be scheduled with tutors in any location. You can start this option now, meeting 
your tutor through Zoom, and you can continue virtually this summer if needed. After 3-4 sessions, and 
once rough drafts are produced, we can move to email edits to help tweak drafts into final drafts. 
These sessions range from $60-$90/hr. 

College Application Essay Workshop 

This workshop will be held in our Cary office. It’s a 2-day small group workshop aimed at helping 
students start one Common Application essay. The class will cover the characteristics of successful 
application essay writing and help students conduct an inventory of their experiences to brainstorm 
essay ideas. We will review the Common App Essay prompts and select 1-2 prompts to begin exploring 

 

https://www.forgionetutoring.com/blog/test-prep-2/
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and writing for Day 2. Students will produce a rough draft by the end of the workshop. The class is 
limited to 5 participants (We may limit the first few sessions to 3 students for distancing purposes.) 

Cost: $250 
 
Instructor: Each summer we welcome back Marcy Sacarakis to lead this workshop! Marcy was one of 

our Reading & Writing SAT/ACT specialists until she moved to Chapel Hill. She taught high school 

English for 25 years in PA, and she’s experienced in teaching creative writing. 

Time: 10am-12:30 pm on consecutive Tuesday/Thursday on the following dates (pick one week): 

College Essay Workshop Dates: 

Week 1: June 16 & 18 Week 5: July 14 & 16 
Week 2: June 23 & 25 Week 6: July 21 & 23 
Week 3: June 30 & July 2 Week 7: July 28 & 30 
Week 4: July 7 & 9 Week 8: Aug 4 & 6 

Contact Heather or April to schedule: heather@forgionetutoring.com, april@forgionetutoring.com  

 
Welcome back, Morgan! 
 
We are excited to welcome back Morgan Schultz, our former Assistant Director, as a Specialist Tutor! 
Morgan is pitching in for the summer, helping us fulfill tutoring requests in all three offices, but mainly 
in Raleigh. She will be here temporarily, as she’ll be off to attend graduate school in late August. She 
can tutor all test prep subjects and college admissions essays, too. We’re lucky to have her back! 
 
Check out Morgan’s biography: https://www.forgionetutoring.com/blog/about-our-tutors/  
 

Colleges Going “Test-Optional” 
 
In the wake of SAT and ACT test cancellations, some colleges and universities have decided to go 
test-optional for this year only. Others have gone “TO” for several years or for good. What that means 
for students is a complicated matter. Here are a few take-aways: 
 

● Even at test-optional schools, test scores can be an important factor in the admissions process; 
test optional does not mean test blind. Most students still submit test scores to test-optional 
colleges, and if those test scores are competitive, that score will indeed give that student an 
advantage.  

● Test scores are still being used in consideration for athletics, scholarships, and tuition 
assistance/reduction.  

● If a student does not submit test scores to a test optional college, his or her curriculum, 
grades, extracurricular involvement, and application essays will be scrutinized all that much 
more closely.  

● Keep an eye on the specific colleges and universities your student is interested in, and look 
into each school’s specific admissions requirements. 

 

mailto:heather@forgionetutoring.com
mailto:april@forgionetutoring.com
https://www.forgionetutoring.com/blog/about-our-tutors/
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Free Planning Sessions 
 
Many of our families have found it necessary to rethink their tutoring plans due to recent test 
cancellations. We are offering free planning sessions, up to one hour, with your tutor or a director, in 
order to help you map out a plan for your student. These sessions can be conducted over the phone or 
on Zoom. Let your tutor or a director know if you’d like to schedule a planning session. 

 

Referral Special continues! 
 
Refer a new student to us, and when that new student completes 4 hours of tutoring, the student who 
made the referral will receive a free hour of tutoring. We do not have an expiration date for this special 
yet, but we will announce an expiration once all slots are full. Thank you for spreading the word—we 
greatly appreciate it! 
 

Keeping your student Busy 
 
As we head into summer, don’t hesitate to reach out to learn what supplemental materials we can 
recommend to keep your child academically progressing. Here’s a sampling of the options we 
recommend families: 
 

1.) Our very own SAT Math Worksheets that contain drills and detailed explanations  
2.) The College Panda’s SAT Math workbook, by Nielson Phu 
3.) Erica Meltzer's SAT Reading, SAT Writing and ACT English workbooks  
4.) Khan Academy for SAT Math practice 

 

Invoice Questions? 
Please view your itemized invoice (by clicking on the invoice number) before contacting us with billing 
questions.  Our bookkeeper Cherie can be reached at cherie@forgionetutoring.com.  
 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
We post fun and informative articles and posts related to testing, learning, and the college application 
process. Check us out on the Forgione Tutoring Facebook Page or Forgione Tutoring on Instagram. 

 
Thank you for making us part of your family! We hope to see everyone’s smiling faces soon.  
 
 -- The Team at Forgione Tutoring 
 

Heather Forgione 
Executive Director 
Raleigh (Midtown)  
heather@forgionetutoring.com 
919-800-8663 

 April Koch 
Cary Director 
Cary Office
april@forgionetutoring.com  
919-234-1934 
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